Birds
Alasdair Allan (Western Isles) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has reached any conclusion about what a sustainable number of graylag geese in Uist would be.

	Holding answer issued: 8 September 2008
	(S3W-15436)


Richard Lochhead: Scottish Natural Heritage have commissioned two research studies:

An assessment of the status of the native greylag goose population and an analysis of future population trends based on simple modelling, and
The population size of native breeding greylag geese in Scotland.

The outputs of the modelling will predict future population trends of native greylag geese within a location over a 25 year period. The potential impact of various management scenarios will also be assessed. The final report for this research is due at the end of this year.

Work to assess the population of native greylag geese is underway and an interim report is due in autumn 2008. Further survey work will be carried out during 2009 and a final report including a population estimate is due at the end of 2009.

Alasdair Allan (Western Isles) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide an update on what measures it is taking to address the depredation of crofting land by greylag geese in Uist.

	Holding answer issued: 8 September 2008
	(S3W-15437)


Richard Lochhead: Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) provides support and assistance to crofters and farmers in the Uists to manage the impact of greylag geese on their land and livelihoods. The Uist Greylag Goose Management Scheme is managed by the Uist Local Goose Management Group which includes local stakeholder representatives.

The scheme has been approved for the next three year period with a budget of £63,189 per annum. This budget includes funding to contract lethal scarers to protect key machair crops from the geese and to respond to any scaring requests or complaints. In addition, this funding also provides free scaring devices for crofters and farmers, available from the local SNH Area Office and support from SNH and Scottish Government Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate staff.

